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Chairman: County in best 

financial condition ever, 

compared to past years 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Morgan County’s Chief Juvenile Pro-
bation Officer Jeff Simmons’ career 
began 27 years ago in Southeast Ala-
bama. He retired June 30th. 

  His story is one of service, helping 
many troubled children get on track 
for success. 

  In 1994 Simmons was appointed 
chief probation officer of the Henry 
County Juvenile Probation office.  He 
was a one-man show, performing all 
the duties as head of the department. 

  “I was chief probation officer and the 
only probation officer,” he chuckled.  

Long, Vest 

network at  

NACo  annual 

conference 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 Chairman Ray Long and District 
2 Commissioner Randy Vest re-
ceived valuable information 
while attending the annual con-
ference of National Association 
of Counties in July. 
  NACo serves about 40,000 
elected officials and more than 
three million employees. The 
organization, which was founded 
in 1935, serves as the national 
voice for the priorities of local 
governments in federal policy-
making among other important 
issues. 
  “Attending the national confer-
ences keeps us in touch with 
what’s going on in counties 
throughout the country,” Long 
said. “We always glean infor-
mation from other county leaders 
and we share what we’re doing in 
our county with them. It’s an ex-
cellent opportunity for all who 
attend. I can tell you that our 
county stands tall on a national 
level.” 
  “We had several sessions on 
how to spend the American Res-

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

 As he’s done for more than a 
decade, Chairman Ray Long 
presented a balanced fiscal 
year budget to commissioners 
for approval before Septem-
ber 30th. 
  The 2021-22 budget shows 
that the county is in excellent 
financial condition. 
  “We’re proud of our reserve 
and where it is today. The 

most that’s ever been in the 
reserve is $4.25 million about 
20 years ago,” Long said. 
When I came into office in 
2010 there was only 
$364,000 in reserve.  
  In addition, the county will 
not have to use any Road and 
Bridge funds to balance the 
budget. 
  “It’ll be the first time in 25 

 NACo Director Matt Chase, left,  talked with Chairman Ray 

Long and District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest at  the organiza-

tion’s annual conference. 

cue Plan money to better 
serve our citizens. We know 
this is a one-time event to 
get this amount of money 
and we plan to use it wisely 

to improve our county. At 
the same time we must use it 
appropriately in accordance 

Job well done 

Chief Juvenile Probation 

Officer retires  from post 

Please see Simmons, page 12 

Please see NACo, page 2 

2022 fiscal budget 

Please see Budget, page 3 
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New Leader 

Tom  Camp  is the county’s 

new maintenance director 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 The county’s new Maintenance 
Director Tom Camp was warmly 
welcomed when he arrived at the 
courthouse in May to shadow 
Wayne Lindley before he retired 
June 25th. 
  After Lindley’s departure Camp 
transitioned into the top position 
with ease. 
 Prior to accepting the position, 
Camp had worked in automotive 
production for 24 years, and held 
multiple positions, including su-
pervisory. 
  “I like it a lot. Everyone has kindly 
welcomed me and I’m happy,” 
Camp said.  “It was very beneficial 
to have come to work a month or 
so before Wayne retired. He 
walked me through the facility, 
providing information about the 
various systems, like the boiler and 
chiller for heating and cooling. It 

was a good transition.” 
   Everyone is different and Camp 
will have his way of doing things. 
  “I’m in the process of developing a 
work order system for departments 
to submit written requests for their 
needs,” he said. This will provide 
structure for our work. We’re also 
looking at doing a few other things 
based on recommendations from 
the chairman.” 
  Camp speaks admirably of the 
maintenance staff. 
  “Since coming aboard one of the 
first things I noticed is that we 
have a real good maintenance team 
with James, Ernie, Brandon, Jona-
than and Chuck Sparks, who runs 
the in-house postal service. Stepha-
nie Curtis and her group do a great 
custodial job keeping the facility 
clean,” said Camp. “Whatever their 
job is, I want them to be inspired 
and free of unnecessary stress. All 
of them work really hard and 

NACo 

with federal guidelines. The money 
will be distributed straight to coun-
ties and not to the state. The 
CARES Act money went to the 
state for distribution to counties 
and we received only what they 
wanted us to have, not what we 
needed. The money coming 
straight to counties is going to 
make a big difference.” 
  Morgan’s appropriation is roughly 
$23 million and Long said some of 
the money will pay for a new HVAC 
system to replace the outdated unit 
at the courthouse. 
  “The new system will have safety 
measures to keep germs from cir-
culating through ventilation, and 
each office will have individual 
control of temperatures,” he said. 

“The unit is the same one installed 
when the courthouse was built in 
the 1970s. It’s time for a new one.” 
  Vest said the conference was ben-
eficial with officials sharing ideas. 
   “I am thankful we were able to 
have the conference in person,” 
Vest said. “It was good to see coun-
ty officials from all over our great 
nation come together to work on 
issues that affect us all. Alabama is 
fortunate to have good representa-
tion on NACo committees.” 
  Long serves on NACo’s Board of 
Directors and the National Mem-
bership Committee. 
  “It’s an honor to serve and it’s also 
beneficial to be associated with an 
organization that looks out for 
counties’ best interest,” said Long. 
We appreciate what they do.  NACo 
is a great advocate for counties.”     

   Maintenance staff  from left, Brandon Cagle, Camp, Ernie Moses, Johnathan Cowen and 

James Morgan. 

they’re good at what they do. I want them 
to know they’re appreciated.”  
  “I’m still learning more about the facility 
so that together we can do our best and 
accomplish whatever we set out to do. I 
feel blessed to have been able to come to 
work for Morgan County.” 
  County Commission Chairman Ray Long 
says he believes Camp is a great fit. 

  “While we appreciate the good job 
Wayne did for us, Tom is doing really 
good in performing the duties of the posi-
tion. Each person has a way of doing 
things I believe in people being them-
selves. Tom is well qualified to run our 
maintenance department,” said Long. 
  Other commissioners said they look for-
ward to working with Camp. 

Camp 

Continued from page 1 
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Chairman Ray Long, left and  Economic  Development Association of Alabama  Direc-

tor Jim Searcy addressed  new county commissioners  during a training session held 

in Prattville during the summer. 

Budget 

years that the county won’t have to 
use money from the commissioners’ 
Road and Bridge fund for balancing, 
which is great,” Long said. “Records 
show that in 2009 over $3 million 
was taken from the fund to balance 
the budget. We try to be as frugal as 
possible while providing services 
that our residents are entitled to 
and, taking care of our employees 
who provide the services. It’s been 
teamwork. Our department heads 
and elected officials spend wisely, 
only buying things they need to do 
the work.”  
  The budget includes pay increases 
for employees and there is no in-
crease in health insurance premi-
ums. 
  Long is proposing that most de-
partment heads move up one grade, 
which would amount to about an 
additional $1.40 per hour for most 
of the leaders; and a 2% cost of liv-
ing raise for all employees. In addi-
tion, Long has factored into the 
budget an increase for part-time 
employees  from $9.88 per hour to 
$11. About $550,000 from reserves 
will cover the pay hikes.  

   “The reserve fund has grown in the 
recent past due to the CARES 
(Coronavirus Aid Relief and Eco-
nomic Security act) reimburse-
ment,” he explained. “Our depart-
ment heads can reward their work-
ers for having endured so much dur-
ing this pandemic. A pat on the back 
is nice, but a dollar in the pocket is 
even better. The county has been 
conservative with spending and 
we’ve been able to build our reserves 
despite losing a lawsuit over online 
sales taxes to the county’s three 
school systems as well as about 
$300,000 of Tennessee Valley Au-
thority in-lieu-of-tax funding. We 
don’t begrudge the loss because the 
money will stay in the county. We’re 
still in good shape with property tax 
revenue having increased about 
4%.”  
  Sheriff Ron Puckett’s department 
will receive an additional $1 million 
this year, the chairman said. 
  The proposed budget for general 
fund expenditures  and estimated 
revenue amount to about $27  mil-
lion, Long said. 
  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
says Morgan County has to be com-
petitive to keep and hire employees. 

Continued from page 1 

Clark works across district to serve  county residents 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  When called on for services in any 
part of the county, District 1 Commis-
sioner Jeff Clark responds with urgen-
cy. 

  Although he represents a district, he 
doesn’t hesitate to help wherever he’s 
needed. 

  “That’s just the way it is. What it boils 
down to is that we serve all towns, cit-
ies and communities in Morgan Coun-
ty, and we’re honored to do it,” said 

Clark, who’s 
been a public 
servant  for al-
most 40 years. 

  His district 
shop employees 
have done much 
work in Decatur, 
especially in the area  

of Austin High School, which is in his 
district 

  “That’s a three-part project and we’re 
about a third of the way through,” 
Clark said. We’ve done work at the 

intersection of Modaus and Hudson, 
and currently we are working at the 
intersection of Pleasant Hill and Hud-
son roads. We worked with Decatur 
Utilities to move a gas line there.  
We’ve got to move the road over about 
three feet from the new intersection to 
the four-way stop at Modaus and Old 
Moulton. We’re trying to finish the 
project as weather permits.” 

   “The goal is to ease traffic congestion 
in the area of Austin High and make 
travel safer for students and other mo-
torists,” he said. 

  Clark, who once worked for the City 
of Decatur and from there to the Dis-
trict 1 shop under his predecessor E.V. 
“Plug” White, knows how to perform 
every job and operate all equipment in 
his county shop. 

  “I certainly don’t mind doing the 
work. I have a great staff and I don’t 
ask them to do anything that I would-
n’t do. My job is to serve the people in 
any and every way possible,” said 
Clark. For me it’s about public service. 
It’s always been.  Working to make our 
county better to bring about growth is  
mine and all my colleagues’ goal.” 

Clark 

Veteran  commissioner 

  “With the climate the way it is now for 
hiring we have to reasonably increase 
the pay to attract employees and keep 
them,” Clark said. “I’m also pleased that 
our Road and Bridge funds won’t have 

to be used to balance the budget.” 
  The overall budget is $55.5 million 
with expenditures of about $54 million. 
    County departments will begin oper-
ating under the new budget on Oct. 1st. 

Informing newcomers 
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Representing Morgan County 

  To stay informed about what’s in store  for Morgan County’s industrial growth, Chairman Ray Long attended the Economic Development Association  of Alabama  sum-

mer conference in July.  In  the above photos, left, he  talked with Gov. Kay Ivey; and in right photo Long, left,  Department  of Commerce Director  Greg Canfield and  Mor-

gan County Economic Development Association Executive Director Jeremy Nails  during a break. 

Morgan officials  attend  EDAA  conference to stay informed 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

   Chairman Ray Long learned of re-
sources and industrial opportunities 
available for counties during an annu-
al conference in July of the Economic 
Development Association of Alabama. 

  “We met with state officials and con-
sultants, which was a great opportuni-
ty for us to let them know that Morgan 
County is still looking for new indus-
try,” said Long. “It’s also a chance for 
us to brag on the county to people who 
are on the ground locating businesses 
for the state. The conference was very 

beneficial for the county.” 

  More than 250 of the state’s high 
ranking recruitment officials attended 
the conference, according to Morgan 
County Economic Development Asso-
ciation Executive Director/CEO Jere-
my Nails. 

  Themed “Rise, Recover, Renew”, in-
formation was presented that could 
help counties recover after being neg-
atively impacted by COVID-19. 

  “The conference provided current 
and valuable insight into the effects of 
the pandemic on the economy. And 
opportunities that are available to 

help communities continue their eco-
nomic development growth efforts,” 
Nails said. “Attendees were able to 
network with and hear from Gov. Kay 
Ivey, a variety of state officials and 
many well-known site location con-
sultants on programs and services 
available to encourage economic 
growth in all sectors of Alabama’s 
economy.” 

   Presenters were from the Alabama 
Department of Commerce, Alabama 
Department of Economic and Com-
munity Affairs, workforce develop-
ment organizations, local community 
colleges and four-year universities. 

  “Presentations were made on work-
force development, recruitment of 
certain industry sectors, high-tech 
entrepreneurship and resiliency in a 
post pandemic world. It was a great 
conference,” Nails said. 

  Long praised state leaders. 

  “Gov. Ivey and Department of Com-
merce Director Greg Canfield have 
been real supportive of Morgan Coun-
ty’s growth,” Long said. “We know to 
be successful we must all work togeth-
er.” 

  Nails said it’s good for county leaders 
to  attend  the EDAA conference. 
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Pictorial history planned for archives 

Historical images help tell  story of  the times 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Morgan County Archivist John Alli-
son received a pictorial donation in 
June from a descendant of a photogra-
pher who owned a shop on the corner 
of Second Avenue and Grant Street in 
Decatur from 1890 to 1925. 
 The pictures portray what life was like 
during those times and Allison plans 
to create an exhibit of enlargements of 

the photos in the coming year. 
  “I traveled to Auburn in June to re-
ceive the donation of the important 
collection of photographs from Susan 
Marsh. She is a descendant of Albert 
French Harris, a photographer who 
owned the Kodak shop,” Allison said. 
“The collection contains prints, nega-
tives and glass plates that depict life in 
Decatur and Morgan County during 
that period of change. The images 

show bustling crowds on Second Ave-
nue, businesses and other aspects of 
life in New Decatur, later named Alba-
ny. Other photos show ancient cabins 
that must date from the antebellum 
period, and barns, fields and other 
rural scenes.” 
  Harris was one of the first Kodak 
film/camera dealers in Alabama and 
his shop was one where people could 
buy film, drop off negatives for devel-

opment and pick up the prints, Allison 
explained. 
  “By 1900 a Brownie camera (Kodak 
product) cost $1 and processing and 
printing a 12-count roll film cost about 
50 cents. Harris proudly proclaimed 
himself as Decatur’s “Kodak Man”, 
said Allison. “He sold postcards featur-
ing pictures he’d captured of Decatur. 
Many of these images have been 

Please see  Archives, page 14 
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Parks and recreation 

Soccer games in full 

swing at county parks 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  After a summer of baseball and 
softball tournaments, Morgan 
County Parks and Recreation 
prepared for soccer. 
  Soccer games began Aug. 16th  
and are in full swing. 
  “It’s great to see Morgan County 
soccer have such a big rebound 
this year,” said Parks and Recre-
ation Director Sean Dailey. “With 
COVID-19 fears so high last year 
we dropped from 47 to 33 teams. 
This year we have 52 teams, 
which is the most we’ve had since 
I’ve been keeping records. My 
department is proud to support 
these communities that are so 
willing to do the work of attract-
ing participants and recruiting 
coaches. Our community boards 
and volunteers put forth tremen-
dous efforts each year to make 
this soccer league happen.” 

  Youth sports strongly impact 
revenue for the parks. 
  “Not only has it been a tremen-
dous year for youth sports, direct 
revenue generated by events that 
we have hosted at the parks is on 
record pace for us,” said Dailey. 
“Both concession and rental fees 
are currently 10% ahead of where 
we were pre-COVID in 2019. 
These events continue to bring 
much needed economic impact 
into our communities and busi-
nesses through the sale of goods, 
gas and lodging.” 
  Money from the events is re-
invested in the county’s four 
parks. 
  “Before Soccer we hosted base-
ball and soft ball tournaments 
every week. We’re cruising to our 
best year ever,” Dailey added. 
“The good thing is that we’re able 
to invest back into our parks and, 
that’s what it’s all about.”  One of several baseball tournaments at North Park during the summer . 

  Youth  athletes practiced for a month before  soccer games kicked off in August. 

Online Ticket Resolution  working,  

with fewer  court appearances 
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County businesses 

Agriventure organizers to  

host opening of fall market 

with new season vendors 

 After a successful launch of Step Out 
Agriventure Trail in April, organizers 
are planning a fall event that will in-
clude Hidden Rivers Farm’s seasonal 
opening. 
  Jeff Johnson, attorney for the Rural 
Morgan County Industrial Develop-
ment Board, said other farming busi-
nesses will debut at the event, also. 
  “The new venues will broaden our 
farm product selection and geographic 
diversity around Morgan County, ena-
bling more guests to easily access local-
ly grown products and get to know their 
local farmers,” Johnson said.  
  He says the trail which provides a year
-around, outdoor shopping experience, 
was birthed from economic challenges 
of COVID-19. 

  “The purpose of the trail is to promote 
awareness and use of Morgan County 
agricultural products, vendors and out-
door recreational venues by means of a 
coordinated marketing campaign; and 
the goal is to position county venues 
and agricultural producers as a “day-
cation” option for North Alabama resi-
dents and interstate travelers,” said 
Johnson.  
  The fall season opening event will take 
place September 17-19 at 295 Goose 
Pond Road in Hartselle. For a schedule 
please go to: HiddenRiversFarm.com. 
  Jonson gives credit to  local and state 
leaders, including the  County Commis-
sion, Chairman Ray Long and   Sen. 
Arthur Orr  and others for supporting 
the trail. 

Online Ticket Resolution  working,  

with fewer  court appearances 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 The Online Resolution Ticket pro-
gram, first implemented in Morgan 
County, is now an alternative for traf-
fic violations in about 12 other coun-
ties and it’s working fine. 
  District Court Judge Brent Craig, who 
helped spearhead the option, says 
more people are resolving tickets 
online. 
  “It’s working really well,” said Craig, 
who serves as chairman of the state 
Technical Commission. “I’ve learned 
that while we have a unified court sys-
tem we don’t all handle things uni-
formly. Some counties have pre-trial 

intervention whereas when traffic of-
fenders complete driving school and 
update the completion online, the 
judge dismisses the case. We don’t 
dismiss until a certificate of comple-
tion has been uploaded and court costs 
paid. We continue the matter until 
everything is resolved.” 
  “If driving school and court costs are 
not settled we’ll set a hearing where 
we’ll ask a person why the matter has-
n’t been settled and we may grant an 
extension if they need more time,” 
Craig explained. “They may choose to 
plead guilty, also.” 

Please see Ticket, page 9 
Left, Graves Grocery  owner and visitors; and right Morgan County Economic  Develop 

Association  President /CEO Jeremy Nails leaves with purchase  from Dutch Oven Bakery. 

Ribbon cutting ceremony for the trail at Celebration Arena 

Left, Reeves Farm owner Mike Reeves and visitors 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

Paving, mowing grass and construction underway in districts 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Commissioners are busy with the comple-
tion of road projects and planning others 
to improve the quality of life for county 
residents. 

  After working with Decatur Utilities to 
relocate a gas line, District 1 Commissioner 
Jeff Clark’s district shop employees are 
making road improvements. 

 “As the weather permits, we’re working to 
move the road over about three feet from 
the new intersection to the four-way stop 
at Modaus Road,” said Clark. “We’ve fin-
ished about a third of it and once we’re 
done we’ll have to pave and stripe the 
road.” 

  In addition, Clark says shop employees 
continue to perform routine roadway 
maintenance, keeping grass mowed on 
rights-of-way and brush trimmed for bet-
ter travel. 

  In addition to breaking ground for  a 
gymnasium at West Park, District 2 Com-
missioner  Randy Vest’s  shop employees 
are busy doing road work and  clearing 
rights-of way. 

  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 
completed an addition of roadway at 
Falkville Elementary School to provide 
safety for students being dropped off and 
picked up. 

  “This is needed as the school experiences 
growth in student numbers which results 
in more traffic,” Stisher said. 

  Also, flooding problems are being ad-
dressed in the district. 

  “District 3 has had a very productive year. 
With all the flooding we’ve consistently 
made repetitive repairs,” he said. “I appre-
ciate everyone’s patience as we’ve tried to 
resolve issues reported from each phone 
call and message about damages in a time-
ly manner. If we have missed someone I 

apologize and please give us another 
call. We will put forth our best efforts 
to continue serving you in a positive 
manner.” 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-

crombie is keeping an eye on the pro-
gress of bridge construction. 

  “I’m having a bridge replaced on 
Pines Road. They started construc-
tion the second week in August and 

the estimated time of total construc-
tion is six to eight weeks,” said Aber-
crombie. We’re preparing to pave 
several roads but we don’t have an 
exact date on when we’ll start.”  

Work in districts 

District 3 

District 1 
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Commissioners’ Report 

  He said there was a time when some 
people were paying court costs but 
not uploading a driving school certifi-
cate, but tech workers tweaked the 
system so that one couldn’t be done 
without the other. 
  Craig and other officials are hopeful 
that an online program to settle small 
court claims will become available. 
  “The Administrative Office of Courts 
submitted information about the pro-

gram to the state Supreme Court and 
we’re waiting for an answer,” Craig 
said. “We hope to add a payment 
module so that if a settlement is 
worked out between the parties the 
plaintiff can be paid through the 
online system. If approved we will be 
the first county in the state to have 
this option in place.  
“I’m sure it’ll work well just like the 
program for ticket resolution,” he 
added. “I don’t have any numbers, 
but usage of online ticket resolution 
is a significant percentage.” 

 Vest  speaking after becoming  presi-

dent of ACCA Board of Directors  last 

year. 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, fifth from left led a ceremonial groundbreaking on Aug. 20th  for  a gym for West Park in his district. Joining him to his left were 

Chairman Ray Long, District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie, Parks and Recreation Director Sean Dailey and Chief County Engineer Greg  Bodley. Other officials, in-

cluding Forrest Keith of Daikin America and residents  are on the right. Daikin donated $160,000 for the gym . 

  A gymnasium for West Park 

Continued from page 7 

Ticket 

Commissioner  Randy Vest  finishes term as  President of ACCA Board of Directors 

the meeting of county leaders from 
throughout the state, but said it was 
meaningful for him to have served. 
  “I’ve thoroughly enjoyed serving as 
president of the Association’s board,” 
Vest said. “I worked with a lot of good 
people on the board and I feel we got 
a lot accomplished.  It was a great 
experience to be able to serve people 
throughout the state by working with 
others on their behalf.” 
  Chairman Ray Long, who attended 
the convention, said Vest was highly 
praised by ACCA and county leaders 
for his work as president of the Board 
of Directors. 
  “It made me feel proud to hear how 
others spoke about Randy’s work as 
president. He represented our county 
well in that capacity,” said Long. 
“He’s a true servant for the people of 
Morgan County and the state of Ala-
bama.” 
  Commissioners Jeff Clark, Don 
Stisher and Greg Abercrombie all 
said they’re proud of Vest’s work as 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy com-
pleted a one-year term as president of 
the Association of County Commis-
sions of Alabama Board of Directors 

after working hard to help move coun-
ties forward.  
  His term ended when ACCA held its 
annual convention Aug. 23-26, and an 
official from another county received 
the gavel. Vest was unable to attend 

president of the board. 
  “Randy is diligent in whatever he 
does,” Abercrombie said. “He’s the 
type of person who tries to always do 
what’s right by everybody, while keep-
ing with  ethical principles. I’m proud 
of him  for having served  in that role.” 
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MCS School News 

Congratulations to Cotaco Junior High School's livestock judging team for 

winning fourth overall in the state Livestock Judging Contest in Auburn. Pic-

tured are members from left, Bryleigh Bennett, Lincoln Kallas and Callie Chil-

ders. Lincoln also won the High Individual honor.  

   Free meals  

All Students will be able to receive free meals this school year. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture established nationwide waivers to 
streamline access and enhance program flexibility. The waivers have 
been extended through the current school year, allowing free breakfast 
and lunch for all students. 

Child Nutrition Program employees in Morgan County Schools have en-
gaged in a heroic effort to connect children with nutritious meals since 
March 2020. They work hard to adapt their meal service to meet the 
needs of children in the community. 

  A winning team 

Congratulations to the Morgan County Livestock Judging Team for winning 

first place in the state 4H competition hosted at Auburn University. Team 

members, from left, Brewer High agriculture Instructor/Coach Josh Mel-

son, Blake Bennett, Caden Childers, Maggie Raper, of Brewer, Maddie Dar-

nell, Priceville High, Helen Gladney, Landon Hornbuckle of Brewer, and 

Morgan County Extension Coordinator/Coach Brett Crow. In addition, Ca-

den Childers won Overall High Individual. Several members of the team will 

join the Alabama All-star livestock judging team to compete at the National 

level in Louisville, Kentucky this Fall.  

  Morgan County teachers, administrators, and central office personnel 

represented Morgan County Schools at the Alabama Department of Edu-

cation summer conference. Presentations covered topics in a wide range 

of areas such as improving school climate, using data to drive instruction, 

and tips for learning groups.  Pictured are Jackie Godwin, fifth grade 

English teacher and Ashley McCulloch principal. 

  High achiever 

 Brewer High School’s Caden Chil-

drers  holds  awards including one 

for  Overall High Individual  that he 

won during state competition for 

livestock judging. 
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 School News 

Congratulations to Murphy Childers and Ryder Colee  (top) for 
winning the junior high division of Alabama Bass Nation High 
School competition with 126 boats competing; and Fisher Anaya 
and Cody Brooks  (bottom) brought home the ABNHS state 
Championship trophy with 206 boats competing. 

  First Day of School at West Morgan 

When school opened in August more than 7,500 students and over 900 educators congre-

gated at respective MCS schools to begin the 2021 school year. Third graders at West Mor-

gan School are pictured above. “We are excited and looking forward to a successful year of 

academics, athletics and arts with a focus on career-connected education,” said Dr. Jeremy 

Childers. “Thanks to our students, teachers, parents, staff and all the local communities for 

their tremendous support of Morgan County Schools.”  

  The Morgan County Alabama Farmers Federation held its annual meeting on August 13, 
at Hartselle Civic Center. During the meeting, awards and scholarships were presented to 
MCS students. Clayton Copeland, a recent graduate of Danville High was named the Out-
standing FFA member of his local chapter. Sam Gullion, currently a senior at Brewer High 
was named Outstanding Morgan County 4-H member.  

  Left, Anna Patterson Alabama’s Family Career and Commu-
nity Leaders of America vice president of community service 
and  teacher Julie Rolin at West Morgan High; right photo, 
Alabama’s FCCLA Kadence Logston vice president of pro-
grams and  Priceville High teacher Hollie Miller. They were 
busy over the summer learning leadership skills at a career 
and technical leadership camp. The training helped them plan 
programs for the current school year. 
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Simmons 

 Chief  Juvenile Probation Officer Jeff Simmons’  retired  in  June after 

more than two decades between two counties. 

    Eight months into the job he was able to 
hire a probation officer, who later went to 
another job. He hired a replacement, Dexter 
Grimsley, who is now a state Representative 
of House District 85. 

  “We worked hard together to bring change. 
My first day on the job, the man I replaced 
was there only about 30 minutes. He gave 
me Title 12 (juvenile code) and Title 13 
(criminal code) and told me to read both. He 
told me good luck and left,” Simmons 
shared. “I remember sitting at my desk ask-
ing myself ‘what do I do now?’ I started call-
ing chief probation officers in other counties 
who were very helpful. I took both codes 
home and read until midnight. I started vis-
iting schools and  families and I taught my-
self to do the job. I wanted to do my best.” 

   The small county had few resources and 
Simmons focused on finding help for the 
department. 

“I was able to get a mental health counselor 
and establish a community service program 
for juveniles to help pay court costs,” he 
said. “I got several retired educators to meet 
with children in the library once a week to 
tutor them. We wanted to help the kids and 
get them on the right path and we did.” 

  After seven years, Simmons felt it was time 
to move on. In 2001 he applied for an open-
ing in Morgan’s juvenile department and got 
the job. 

  “I got a call from Harry Williams, who was 
chief of the department, who asked me to 
come for an interview. I came and inter-
viewed with him and district court judges 
David Bibb and David Breland. On my way 
back home Harry called and said he’d like to 
hire me and I accepted the job.” 

  Simmons started the job in October 2001.  
He went from a caseload of 30 or 40 in Hen-
ry County to about 100 in Morgan.  

  “Morgan County is blessed with many re-
sources, being involved with agencies like 
System of Services, which makes a world of 
difference in the children’s lives,” he said. 

  About seven years later Williams retired 
and Simmons was chosen to lead the depart-
ment. 

 He’d worked with Breland and Bibb, and 
when he became chief, District Court Judge 
Shelly Waters who was presiding judge, had 
a special interest in changing the trajectory 

Continued from page 1 

of juveniles through education. 

  “Her motherly qualities came 
through and she told me she 
wanted the kids to get an educa-
tion and jobs,”  Simmons said. “I 

convinced the judge to get in-
volved with SOS, which allowed 
kids expelled from school to par-
ticipate in the agency’s educa-
tional program. The children 
went there and earned credits 

that were transferred to their respective 
schools and were able to get high school 
diplomas. Many, who could go back to 
school, got caught up in SOS and returned 
to school.” 

  The Department of Youth Services provid-
ed transportation for the students. 

  “They played a major role in the chil-
dren’s success and I just want to say thanks 
to Lemzel and Brandon for their help,” he 
said. 

  He said hundreds of children enrolled in 
an SOS program that deals with truancy 
and several students were successful in 
graduating high school. 

  In recent years Simmons, judges and oth-
er officials decided to have an annual grad-
uation ceremony for students who didn’t 
march with their graduating class. 

  “We were determined that the kids should 
walk and we started holding a ceremony 
each year here at the courthouse. They 
wore the caps and gowns, marched to 
Pomp and Circumstance, and afterwards 
had a celebration,” Simmons said.  

   Simmons, who hired three of the depart-

Honoring heroes 

  Chairman Ray Long helped call the names of  deceased  military veterans  who were Purple Heart recipients during a 

Memorial Service on Aug. 7th. 

Continued on next page 
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Simmons 

  

ment’s probation officers, 
praised the staff for hard work 
and determination to help re-
verse paths of juveniles. 

  “I’ve enjoyed working with a 
great staff, Judge Waters and all 
the judges, including Judge 
(Charles) Langham, who is re-
tired and Judge (Kevin) Kusta. 
We were like one big family.” 

  Simmons feels he accom-
plished what he came here to do. 

  “Judge Waters wanted the kids 
to get education and jobs and I 
believe we achieved that.” 

 Judge Waters described Sim-
mons as an exceptional leader. 

   “It has been a great pleasure 
working with Jeff during his 
tenure as the Chief Probation 
Officer. There is so much in-
volved in this position that in-
cludes budgets, programs, per-
sonnel, families and or course 
the children,” said Waters. “Jeff 

has excelled in all the are-
as.  When Jeff came on as the 
chief we discussed what the 
goals for the juvenile probation 
should be that would best serve 
the children in this county. “We 
determined that our concentra-
tion should be in the area of as-
sisting the child with a firm edu-
cation plan, and if drug abuse 
was an issue, to address it with 
the resources available to the 
juvenile court,  to have family 
involvement and for the child to 
have personal responsibility for 
the action that brought the child 
into juvenile court. Jeff, along 
with the other probation offic-
ers, did an excellent job in meet-
ing these goals.  On a personal 
and professional level I was sad 
to accept his resignation but I 
am happy and excited for what 
the future holds for him. I truly 
wish him the best.” 

Simmons, his wife Robyn and 
children Owen and Beth reside 
in Morgan County. 

 

Continued from  page 12 
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Archives 
known to researchers and collectors 
before, but they can now be attributed 
to Mr. Harris.” 
  “Many of the negatives of the previ-

ously known images show incredible 
detail that’s not visible in the existing 
prints,” Allison added. “Other images 
in the collection are unpublished. Of 
particular note are an early glass lan-
tern slide of the railroad bridge, a neg-

ative showing what appears to be a 
sharecropper family at their home and 
one of trolley cars. It’s an amazing col-
lection.”  
  Allison is consulting with photog-
raphy scholars and archivists on how 

to arrange and preserve the photo col-
lection.   He hopes to have  the  display  
ready to showcase  some time  next 
year. “We’re going to  give this project  
a lot of attention to claim its spot in 
local history,” said Allison. 

Continued from page 5 

The first railroad bridge after the Civil War   Boating on Swan Lake 

Former Mayor Don Stanford inducted into 

Alabama Sports Hall of Fame in August 

  Former Decatur Mayor Don Stanford holds a plaque with wife Carolyn that he re-

ceived after induction into the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame. 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Former Mayor Don Stanford ac-
cepted his place in the Alabama Hall 
of Fame for decades of officiating 
sports for high school and on the 
collegiate level. 
  Stanford, who currently works for 
the county’s Parks and Recreation 
Department, received a plaque of the 
honor during a banquet at Oxford 
Civic Center on Aug. 14th. 
  “It’s truly an honor and I’m most 
appreciative,” he said. 
  A basketball player for Decatur 
High School under Coach Joe Jones, 

Stanford attended Athens State Uni-
versity on a four-year scholarship to 
play the sport. The team competed 
nationally two of the years he was 
there. 
   
 Stanford was an official for football, 
basketball, softball and volleyball for 
high school games; basketball and 
baseball for junior college and Gulf 
South basketball games. Also, he 
worked conference tournaments and 
the national final four for Gulf 
South. 
  Stanford served as mayor from 
2008 to 2012. 
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 The Voice of Morgan County is a 

product of the Morgan County Commis-

sion and none of its content may be re-

produced without permission from the 

governing authority. 

The commission established the Com-

munications Department, from which 

the quarterly publication was created in 

2012, and it currently goes into more 

than 48,000 homes throughout the 

county.  It is produced by Communica-

tions Director Sheryl Marsh. 

 The Morgan County Commission  

has  free Rx  discount cards for 

county residents. Collectively, 

the cards have resulted in hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars in 

savings for people who have used 

them.  To get your card please go 

to our website: .co.morgan.al.us 

and click on Coast to Coast to re-

quest one. We will mail it to you. 

There are o eligibility require-

ments. 

@MorganCoComm Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan County Rx cards  available 

Local author reads newly released book to children  
  “My lifelong dream was to become a 
children’s book author, so in Novem-
ber I decided to make that dream a 
reality. With the help of a local illus-
trator Jacob Dunaway, a Brewer High 
School graduate, I was able to com-
plete my book that I started in 2007 
and in May I published “Why Me”. It’s 
about a brother who strives for his big 
sister’s attention, but often gets frus-
trated when she does lots of things 
that get on his nerves. Throughout the 
book he wonders “why” he’s stuck with 
this particular sister.” 
  “I’m so anxious and excited to share 
my book with the children in Morgan 
County, Cullman County and sur-
rounding schools,” Gibbs said. 
  She read to children at Falkville Li-
brary n July.  She held a reading ses-
sion at Eva Library on Aug. 10th. 
  “It was great. The kids laughed and 
giggled and had the best time at Eva. 
It was wonderful.” 
  A 1993 graduate of Brewer High, 
Gibbs’ career in education began at 
Cullman County Center for Develop-

mentally Disabled where she worked 
two years; and from there she worked 
in the Head Start Program. She 
worked 21 years for Morgan County 
Schools, first as an aide and later a 
teacher. She retired to take care of her 
mother-in-law. 
  You may contact Gibbs at: 
crgibbs1@gmail.com. 

   Connie Gibbs stirred laughter in chil-
dren during a reading of her newly 
released book “Why Me?” at Eva Li-
brary.  

A retired school teacher, Gibbs hopes 
to do reading tours at Morgan County 
and Cullman County schools as well as 
others in the area. 

  Connie Gibbs  read to children at Eva 

Library in August. 


